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of Turkey is seen upon it, and also the stamp of Moham-
mad 'Alee, with the date 45 (i.e. 1245 A.H., 1829-30 A.D.)
The hole in the middle is for convenience in holding and
stowing away.

It has already been stated that these glass coins are in
shape similar to metal coins. They are found of all sizes,
hetween one-third of an inch, and one and one-fourth of
an inch, speaking roughly. I have been informed that
some exist still larger.

They are sometimes cast in high relief; sometimes in
relief so slight as to be scarcely legible.

The field containing the inscriptions is often deeply
sunk in the glass.

The glass is of all qualities and colours; though in
colour green predominates, and in quality they are
generally translucent; but sometimes they are, on the
one hand, transparent, or, on the other, opaque.

There is no rule observed in colour, such as reserving
one colour for deenars, another for dirhems, &c.

In most cases there are no legends on these coins, but
in some there is one; and we meet occasionally with even
two.

The inscriptions are generally restricted to one side, but
there are several instances of characters on both sides.

The dynasty that struck by far the greater number of
existing glass coins is that of the F&timee Khaleefehs.

I shall now give examples of the glass coins of this
dynasty, taking the Khaleefehs in the order of their suc-
cession, beginning with the conqueror of Egypt, El-Mo'tez
(who is the earliest of this line of whom I have seen coins
in the collection of the British Museum), and offering
such supplementary and explanatory remarks as may seem
necessary.